
































































































Single adults face unique challenges when buying and selling a home. I know because I've done it myself, & a significant portion of my clients are single. This blog provides news & information you need to help you achieve your real estate goals. 
Alice Kuder, REALTOR®, Green. Prudential Northwest Realty Associates, Seattle, WA
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Savvy Seattle Women: A Homeowners' Network


               Savvy Seattle Women is a network of local professional women who offer their time and expertise to help other women become self-sufficient homeowners. We strive to be a reliable source of easily accessible and trustworthy information concerning home ownership, providing no-cost workshops, online support, and professional referrals.
  
For more information, visit our website: www.SavvySeattleWomen.com or e-mail us at SavvySeattleWomen@comcast.net











Real Estate and the Single Adult


Single women & men represent an increasing share of real estate investors. I specialize in working with single buyers.

As a single woman myself, I recognize the unique challenges -- as well as unique opportunities -- involved in buying a home on your own. On the one hand, you don't have to take anyone else's tastes or needs into consideration when deciding upon which home you want. On the other hand, there is probably no one else to share the responsibility of such a significant decision. You may consult many people, but ultimately the weight of the choice is on your shoulders alone.

This makes it all the more important to hire a buyer's agent you trust and on whom you can rely. Call me for a no-obligation, no-hassle consultation concerning how I can help you buy a new home with less stress than you thought possible. 206-708-9800.

I also offer free 2-hour homebuyer education workshops designed specifically for single adults. Call me for upcoming dates and locations. 206-708-9800.

Ready to get started?  Click here to fill out a questionnaire telling me about your lifestyle and homebuying preferences.









How's the Market?


What have you heard about the real estate market in the news recently?  Seems as if there's a new alarm bell rung every day, doesn't it?    How do you know what to believe?  How do you learn to read between the lines?

      Following are a few general guidelines to help you interpret what you hear/read about real estate in the media.

1) Sensationalism sells: Real Estate is a topic that interests a wide segment of the population.  It is a reporter’s job to focus on whichever angle will grab reader attention.

2) There is no such thing as a national real estate market:  Although it can be helpful to report on national and regional trends, with rare exception, the relative health of a real estate market is affected more by LOCAL events than by national events.   Markets differ significantly from city to city and even neighborhood to neighborhood.

3)  Public perception changes the market: Consumer perception of the current state of the real estate market has the power to change the actual market dramatically and almost instantaneously.  The extremes of consumer fear and confidence are powerful forces.








The Sunshine Kids: Dedicated to kids with cancer.







A portion of each commission I earn goes to support The Sunshine Kids.
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Check out these helpful links!


	Visit my full-service web site
	Search for homes currently listed for sale in the MLS
	Single Adult Homebuyer Survey
	Open House Locations
	How much is your home worth?
	Paint color visualization tool
	A video introduction to me!
	Free Annual Credit Report
	EZ Mortgage Calculators
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Real Estate Q & A


We all have questions we'd like to ask of an expert without actually having to talk to an expert: simple questions, complex questions and questions we are afraid might be considered "stupid."

Here's the place you can ask questions pertaining to real estate. Of course, I can't give legal advice (I wouldn't even try), and I'm not an expert in every area of real estate, but if I don't know the answer, I'll at least point you in the right direction.

E-mail me your question (alice@alicekuder.com) and let me know if it's okay to publish it here. I will normally respond within 24 hours.







The First-Time Seller


You hear a lot of attention given to first-time buyers, but not so much to first-time sellers. And selling your first home is just as financially significant as buying. If you go into the process unprepared, you risk putting yourself in the hands of a less-than-stellar agent and leaving a great deal of money on the table. Interview agent candidates thoroughly; don't be afraid to ask as many questions as you need to in order to feel confident in your hiring decision.

I welcome the opportunity to work with first-time sellers, providing all the information you want and need to ensure that you have a positive experience and an exceptional outcome.  (Check out the "Glossary of Real Estate Terms" below as a starting point, then visit my website www.alicekuder.pnwrealty.com for an amazing amount of free information.)







The First-Time Buyer


Owning your own home is still referred to as "The American Dream," and for good reason. Few things make us feel as secure as knowing we have a safe, comfortable home to call our own. Is it a difficult goal to achieve? For the vast majority of us the answer is, "You bet!" But that only makes us appreciate it more when we make it happen.

Research tells us that more than 80% of new home buyers begin their search online before ever talking to an agent.  This is a great way to start.  But what do you do once you find a home you want to see "live"?  Many buyers make the mistake of calling the listing agent.  I say "mistake" because the listing agent represents the SELLER.  More importantly, the listing agent is PAID by the seller and has a moral and ethical obligation to safeguard the seller's best interests.  This makes it very difficult for the listing agent to also represent the buyer effectively, even though it is technically legal in this state to do so.

As a buyer, it is vital for you to hire -- yes, HIRE -- your own agent; someone who is concerned with only YOUR best interests.  Take the time to interview at least two agents to find one whose style, philosophy and availability match your needs.  Avoid choosing an agent through paid advertising.  Instead, ask friends and neighbors for referrrals and/or visit Open Houses to do stealth interviews.  Then ask for references and a written guarantee of satisfaction before you sign a Buyer's Agreement to protect your interests.







Thinking of investing?


If you are considering an investment in a rental property, this software can help you determine the potential profitability of a particular property.
I DO NOT guarantee the accuracy of this analysis.  It is provided courtesy of www.iAnalyzeREI.com and is offered for use as an initial starting point only.

Give me a call when you are ready to take the next step.


Powered by 

iAnalyzeREI: Real Estate Investment Analysis







Glossary of Real Estate Terms


Appraisal: A report written by a qualified expert that states an opinion on the value of a property based on its characteristics and the selling prices of similar properties or comparable properties in the area.

Closing: The final step after loan documents are signed. The funds for the loan are turned over to the homebuyer’s closing agent and document numbers are recorded with the County.

Closing Agent: Usually an escrow agent, title agency representative or an attorney, who oversees the closing and witnesses signing of the closing documents.

Closing Costs: The costs paid by the mortgage borrower (and sometimes the seller) in addition to the purchase price of the property. Examples include the lender’s fees, title fees, inspection fees, taxes and appraisal costs. Also known as settlement costs.

Conventional Loan: A mortgage loan that is not insured or guaranteed by a government agency such as FHA (Federal Housing Authority) or the VA (Veteran’s Administration). Conventional loans are not subject to the restrictions applied to government housing program loans.

Escrow: A transaction in which a third party acts as the agent for the seller and the buyer, or for the borrower and the lender, in handling legal documents and disbursement of funds.

Escrow Account: A holding account for the amount a mortgage borrower pays each month and which the lender uses to pay for the borrower’s taxes, other periodic debts against the property, homeowners insurance and if applicable, mortgage insurance.

Escrow Agent: A person with fiduciary responsibility to the buyer and the seller, or the borrower and the lender, to ensure that the terms of the purchase or loan are carried out.

Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac: Agencies that bus loans that are underwritten to their specific guidelines. These guidelines are an industry standard for residential conventional lending.

FHA Loans: Fixed or adjustable-rate loans insured by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. FHA loans are designed to make housing more affordable, particularly for first-time home buyers. FHA loans typically permit borrowers to buy a home with a lower down payment than that needed for conventional loans.

FICO Score: A numerical rating model that indicates a mortgage applicant’s creditworthiness based on a number of criteria. Scores can range from 350 to 900. According to this model, the higher the score, the less likely a borrower is to default on a loan.

Foreclosure: The legal process by which a mortgage property may be sold to pay off a mortgage loan that is in default.

Good Faith Estimate: A written estimate that tells mortgage borrowers the approximate costs they will pay at or before closing based on common practice in the locality. By law, the lender is required to provide this disclosure to the borrower within three days of receiving a loan application.

Homeowner’s Insurance (aka Hazard Insurance): A real estate insurance policy often required of the buyer to protect the property against loss caused by fire, some natural causes, vandalism, etc.

HUD-1 Settlement Statement: A standard form used to disclose costs at closing.

Lien: A legal hold or claim of a creditor on the property of another as a security for a debt.

Prepaid Expenses (aka Prepaids): Taxes, insurance and assessments paid in advance of their due dates. These make up a portion of the loan costs which must be collected at closing.

Processing: The completion of a mortgage loan application and supporting documents.

Recording: The act of entering documents concerning title to a property into the public records.

Signing: The act of signing final loan papers and other documents related to the purchase. Separate appointments are scheduled for buyers and sellers by the escrow agent. "Signing" is not synonymous with "closing" and typically takes place several days before the scheduled closing date.

Survey: A drawing, prepared by a registered surveyor, showing the legal boundaries of a property.

Title: Evidence of current right to or ownership of a property, plus a history of its ownership and transfers.

Title Insurance: A policy that insures against any losses to the property resulting from defects (errors) in the title or deed for a given piece of property.

Title Search: An examination of public records, laws and court decisions to insure that no one except the seller has valid claim to the property and to disclose past and current facts regarding ownership of the property.

Truth in Lending Act: A federal law requiring written disclosure of the terms of a mortgage (including the APR and other charges) by the lender to a borrower after application. The act also requires the right of rescission period.

Truth-in-Lending Statement: Required by federal regulations, this statement tells consumers the cost of financing their loan expressed as the annual percentage rate (APR), and it discloses all material terms of the loan including the number of payments, payment amount, etc.

Underwriting: The process of a lender reviewing the application, documentation and property prior to reaching a loan decision.

VA Loans: Fixed-rate loans guaranteed by the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs. The loans are designed to make housing affordable for eligible veterans, reservists, active-duty personnel, and surviving spouses of veterans with 100% entitlement. Eligible veterans may be able to purchase a home with no down payment, no cash reserve, no application fee, and lower closing costs than other financing options.
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